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Beliefs and Philosophy

The Madison School District is committed to success for students in a safe and healthy environment. The lives of many Americans are touched by violence, and some young people have difficulty adjusting to the traditional school setting. The Student Support Center was developed to assist students who have exhibited behaviors that interfere with their ability to succeed in the traditional school setting. Students acquire pro-social skills that will enable them to be successful in their home schools. At the same time, academic instruction ensures that the learning process is uninterrupted.

The Student Support Center provides students with support for personal development, opportunities to explore and practice alternatives to aggression in an environment that stimulates academic growth and the development of decision-making skills. Success of the students is determined by their ability to be reintegrated into their home-school population without re-occurring conflicts.

We believe that a strong team, including parents, teachers, counselors, administrators and special education personnel working together with the students will support them in achieving their goals.

Vision Statement
MSSC CARES!
Choices: making positive decisions

Academics: striving for achievement

Respect: showing regard for others in our words and actions

Excellence: doing everything to the best of our abilities

Service: extending time and effort to help others
Mission Statement

Maximize all students’ potential to be successful in the world.
Outcomes

Student Success 

High Self Esteem

High Academic Confidence

Social Skills

Interpersonal 

Intrapersonal

Communication Skills

Verbal

Written

Technological


Critical Thinking Skills

Analytical Problem Solving

Creative Problem Solving

Activities of Adult Living

Work

Relationships

Money 

Family 

Civic Responsibility

Cultural Responsibility

Transportation
Each student who attends the Madison Student Support Center Re-entry Program will be provided with district transportation provided his/her behavior is appropriate on the bus.  Each student will be picked up in front of his/her home between 7:15 and 8:00 a.m. Monday through Friday.   He/she will be dismissed at 2:00 and dropped off at the student’s front door. Students can not be dropped off at an alternate location without prior approval from the administrator (request must be submitted in writing no less than 24 hours in advance).  
Extra-curricular Activities

Students enrolled in the MSSC re-entry program are not permitted to attend district/school functions not associated with Madison Student Support Center. This includes:  Prom, athletic events, dances, etc.  
School Absences

Students are expected to be at school every day as stated by Illinois law.  If your child must miss school, you are expected to call the office.  We strongly encourage families to schedule appointments during non-school hours.  In the event that this is not possible, the student should return to school with written documentation from the physician or agency regarding the reason for the absence.

An absence is documented as “excused” or “unexcused.”  Students are permitted four letters from their parents as documented excuses.  After the fourth excuse, documentation from a physician and/or agency must be provided.  Only the following reasons for absence are excused:

Personal illness

Doctor appointment

Funeral/Bereavement

Family emergency

Observance of a religious holiday

Quarantine

Court Appointment

All other absences are “unexcused” and interpreted as truancy.

Unexcused absences in excess of 10% (more that 4 days each quarter) are considered “chronic truancy”.  A chronic truant may have a truancy petition filed with an officer of the court.

Tardies

Attendance is essential in student’s success. For this reason, on time arrival is required. Students who miss portions of a class due to unexcused tardies will not earn points for the time that they are not in school. 
Discipline Procedures

We recognize that students are working to improve behavior. It is our firm belief that a quality education is crucial for success in life.  Therefore, we make every effort to afford students the opportunity to stay in school, work to improve behavior, and progress through the curriculum in a safe and orderly environment. 

Daily Point Sheets: Student behavior is monitored each hour of the school day. At the end of the day, points are tallied to determine whether the day was unsatisfactory, satisfactory, or outstanding. The daily ratings are important as students attempt to level up through the MSSC Level System. Parents should ask their child for these sheets every day!
Isolation: Sometimes students display behaviors that prevent the teacher from continuing a lesson or behaviors that are grossly disrespectful to others, or behaviors that are unsafe for themselves or others. These circumstances result in the student being isolated from the classroom for the remainder of the day. Incomplete schoolwork will result in the student receiving a zero on the assignment. While in isolation, the student is required to complete a restorative justice activity in preparation for a Justice Circle (see below). Students who have been isolated for their behavior during the day will need to have their parent(s) meet for a conference to discuss behavior at the end of the day.  If a parent is unable to meet, they must make arrangements to schedule a conference for an alternate time.  Days of isolation are followed by 3 days of “red zone”. This consequence results in loss of privileges for those days. For each unsatisfactory day of “red zone”, another day is added. Five unsatisfactory days on “red zone” result in the student’s level being dropped.

Justice Circle

If a student earns day(s) of isolation and/or suspension, he/she will be required to participate in a restorative justice circle.  This activity is designed to help students recognize how their behavior affected others and how they can restore those relationships damaged by their actions.  The students will be required to prepare for the Justice Circle during their time in the isolation room.  The circle will take place weekly during designated times.  Members of the Justice Circle may include:  students, parents/guardians, other relatives, staff members, community members, and representatives from outside agencies.
Forced Physical Guidance
While it is never desirable to physically move a student, it may become necessary if a student is behaving in an unsafe manner.  Forced physical guidance may be used if a student enters an unauthorized area, attempts to leave the school building, or refuses to leave an area that they have been told to leave.  If there is no immediate threat of danger, a student is given a designated amount of time to make the choice to move on his or her own.  

Police Contact

If a student's conduct becomes extremely disorderly or physically aggressive toward another student or staff member, police will be contacted immediately. The student will be subject to arrest unless behavior meets criteria for possible hospitalization. Police are also notified if a student leaves the school building without permission. Any behavior that warrants police contact results in a level drop.

Food

Students are permitted to bring their own breakfast/lunch to school.  However, they are only permitted to eat food during the specified meal times.  Food should not require refrigeration or heating and should be turned in to a MSSC staff member upon arrival.  
Items to Leave at Home
Students are not allowed to bring items into the school that distract from the educational environment. This includes electronic devices, cell phones, games, CDs, etc.

Should this be an issue with any student, the following will occur:
1st Offense-
Item is taken and stored for the remainder of the day

2nd Offense-
Item is taken and parent/guardian must pick up the item

3rd Offense-
Item is taken and kept in the locked drawer in the office of the administrator for the remainder of the year 
Family Night

Family Night is an integral component of our alternative education program. This bi-quarterly event keeps parents informed about their child’s academic and social progress, and demonstrates to the child that the parents and school have formed a partnership to support students and hold students to higher standards of behavior. At Family Night, parents learn about their child’s A.R.T. activities for the week and participate in team building activities. Parents also receive a weekly progress report that outlines academic grades and pro social skill achievement percentages. These reports, as well as the daily point sheet, are important tools for helping parents establish rewards and consequences for their child’s school behavior.

MSSC Regular Point Sheet 2009-2010
Name ____________________



Date ________________________









Level ______
Day on Level _____

Treatment Goal: (Determined in counseling session.) ______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Affirmation:  (Determined in counseling session.)   ________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

I.D. Badge (3 for all levels)
______
 

Bus (3 for all levels)   _______

4 = Meets Expectations

3 = Satisfactory

2 = Needs Improvement
        1 = non-compliant

             No prompts needed
              
      1 prompt

      2 prompts

                 3 or more prompts

	
	Gathering
	Block 1
	Block 

2
	Block 3
	Block 

4
	Lunch
	Block

5
	P.E.
	Fine Arts

	Cooperation


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Respect/ Attitude
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Participation/Production
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Treatment Goal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dress Code
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Totals
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Teacher Initials
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Brain Gym (1 point per instance)

________

________

________

________
=
________
8:00


9:55


12:05


1:50
Balance Buttons (BA)

Space Buttons (SP)

Hook Ups (HU)

Lazy 8 (LA)

Elephants (EL)

Spinning (SP)
                                             
Cross Crawl (CR)

Brain Buttons (BR)
Tapping (T)

Regular Level:  

155 = Outstanding

145= Satisfactory

Red Zone Level: 





80= Satisfactory

Regular Level: 5 ones and/or 2 zeroes=detention   Red Zone Level:  8 ones and/or 2 zeroes=detention
Total Points:  _______    Rating: _______
Detention:  Yes      No

	Cooperation
	Respect/Attitude 
	Production/ Participation
	Treatment Goal
	Dress Code

	Follows rules

Follows staff requests without argument

Refocuses right away when asked

Works well with others

Resolves conflicts appropriately


	Uses good manners

Shows respect for self, others, and property

Corrects behavior promptly when asked

Demonstrates concern and caring for others

Recognizes and accepts differences in others

Uses positive language when interacting with others (humanity)

Uses appropriate voice tone

Observes appropriate personal space of others
	Uses time effectively

Comes to class prepared

Completes and hands in work on time

Returns homework on time

Participates positively in class discussions and activities

Requests help if needed


	Sets appropriate goal – challenges own areas that need improvement

Demonstrates efforts and progress toward achieving goal


	White, blue, forest green, or gray collared short or long sleeve shirt; khaki or navy blue pants; white, brown, or black belt; No slippers or house shoes; No mouth grills; No excessive jewelry; Shirts must be tucked in and pants worn at natural waist; undershirt must be regulation color as listed above


Comments: _______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Level System

Students enrolled in the alternative education program will participate in A.R.T.  This curriculum involves the use of a level system.  Student levels are derived from behavior as determined by daily point sheets.  Certain privileges are tied to each level.  The following page shows the levels and various privileges associated with each one.
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Reasons for Automatic Level Drop

· Physical aggression (also police contact)

· Leaving the building (also police contact)

· Refusing to move to a designated area such as the office or isolation

· 5 unsatisfactory days on “red zone”

· 8 unsatisfactory days on current level 

· 3 unsatisfactory detentions

· Stealing

Level Freeze

· 4 consecutive days of unsatisfactory

· Review of behavior at teacher/administrator’s discretion

Level Re-start

· Isolation

· Unsatisfactory detention

Promotion Cover Sheet

Level 1 to Level 2

 FORMCHECKBOX 

9 Consecutive Satisfactory Days:
Dates: ___________ to _____________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Averaging 80% in A.R.T.

Current Average: _____________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Therapeutic Treatment Plan Completed



Primary Focus of Treatment:  ___________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Identified Affirmation:


__________________________________________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Current GPA of 2.0 / meeting G.P.A. established at intake


G.P.A. goal:  
____________
Current G.P.A.: 
_____________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Participating in Brain Gym/Melt      Participation percentage (80%): ___________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Meeting 90% on-time arrival / on-time arrival percentage established at intake:



On-time arrival percentage goal: 
____________________



Current on-time arrival percentage: 
____________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Meeting attendance percentage goal established at intake:



Attendance percentage goal: 

_____________________



Current Attendance percentage:
_____________________


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Completion of Level 1 test with a score of 90% or better:



Level 1 test score: ___________
Date completed: ______________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Parent Empowerment attendance is 75%:
Current % ___________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Level Advancement pending Justice Circle meeting
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Student / Staff interview:


Date completed: __________  Recommendation for advancement:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If no, why: ________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Promotion Cover Sheet

Level 2 to Level 3

 FORMCHECKBOX 

13 out of 15 Satisfactory or Outstanding Days (at least 3 Outstanding days):

Dates: ___________________________________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Averaging 85% in A.R.T.

Current Average: ____________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Therapeutic Treatment Plan Completed



Primary Focus of Treatment:  ___________________________________



Identify 2 interventions associated with focus of treatment:

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Maintain 70% average on therapeutic goal.
Current Average: ______________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Identified Affirmation:


__________________________________________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Current G.P.A. of 2.25 / meeting G.P.A. established at intake:


G.P.A. goal:  
____________
Current G.P.A.: 
_____________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Participating in Brain Gym/Melt
Participation percentage: ___________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Meeting 90% on-time arrival / on-time arrival percentage established at intake:



On-time arrival percentage goal: 
____________________



Current on-time arrival percentage: 
____________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Meeting attendance percentage goal established at intake:



Attendance percentage goal: 

_____________________



Current Attendance percentage:
_____________________


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Completion of Level 2 test with a score of 90% or better:



Level 2 test score: ___________
Date completed: ______________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Parent Empowerment attendance is 75%:
Current % ___________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Level Advancement pending Justice Circle meeting
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Student/Staff interview:


Date completed: __________  Recommendation for advancement:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If no, why: ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Promotion Cover Sheet

Level 3 to Transition

 FORMCHECKBOX 

19 of 21 Satisfactory or Outstanding Days (at least 3 Outstanding days):

Dates: ___________________________________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Averaging 90% in A.R.T.

Current Average: ____________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Therapeutic Treatment Plan Completed


Primary Focus of Treatment:  ____________________________________



Identify 2 interventions associated with focus of treatment:

3. ___________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Maintain 70% average on therapeutic goal.
Current Average: ______________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Identified Affirmation:


__________________________________________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Current G.P.A. of 2.5 (cumulative since start of MSSC program)


G.P.A. goal:  
____________
Current G.P.A.: 
_____________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Participating in Brain Gym/Melt
Participation percentage: ___________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Meeting 90% on-time arrival / on-time arrival percentage established at intake:



On-time arrival percentage goal: 
____________________



Current on-time arrival percentage: 
____________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Meeting attendance percentage goal established at intake:



Attendance percentage goal: 

_____________________



Current Attendance percentage:
_____________________


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Completion of Level 3 test with a score of 90% or better:



Level 3 test score: ___________
Date completed: ______________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Parent Empowerment attendance is 75%:
Current % ___________________


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Actively participating in MSSC Student Advisory Counsel


Advisory Counsel Position: _________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Actively Leading Brain Gym / Melt activities

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Level Advancement pending Justice Circle meeting
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Student/Staff interview:


Date completed: __________  Recommendation for advancement:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If no, why: ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Level 1 Responsibilities

· Follow all program guidelines and staff directions without argument or more than one prompt.

· Clean up after him/her, leaving all areas as they were found. 

· With guidance, participate in A.R.T. group discussions and role-playing in an acceptable manner. 

· Complete all academic and community service work to the best of the student’s ability. 

· Begin to practice ART skills. Averaging an 80% in the class.  

· Meet with therapeutic staff as scheduled and participate in creating treatment plan. 

· Maintain 2.0 GPA or determined by program (determined at intake)

· Actively participate in Winning with Youth (Brain Gym/ MELT/ Tapping)

· Identify prescriptive tapping points and affirmations. 

· Establish and or maintain 90% on-time arrival. 

Level 1 Privileges

· Eat lunch silently at desk 

· Participate in classroom community service projects

· Participate in individual counseling and art therapy

To Advance to Level 2

· Earn a “Satisfactory” rating for 9 consecutive days

· Pass the Level 1 test. (Test includes brain gym/ tapping/ therapeutic goals)

Level 2 Responsibilities

· Level 1 responsibilities, plus

· Independently participate in role playing in an appropriate manner

· Maintain a 2.25 GPA (or determined by program at intake)

· Identify and demonstrate therapeutic interventions tied to treatment goals.

· Make attendance goal as determined by staff at intake meeting

· Demonstrate the A.R.T. skills learned and maintain an 85% in ART class. 
· Self monitoring prescribed tapping points. 

Level 2 Privileges

· All level 1 privileges plus

· Computer/ reading time (excluding internet) as allowed by teacher

· Participation in community service projects outside the classroom but within the building

· May choose lunch seating and socialize with peers who are also on levels 2 or 3

· Propose story or song for the Gathering

· Unescorted bathroom and water breaks

To Advance to Level 3

· Earn 13 out of 15 “Satisfactory” or Outstanding” ratings since beginning Level 2.  At least 3 must be “Outstanding” days. 

· Attend Parent Empowerment as required.

· No more than 3 unsatisfactory days (student will be dropped on the 4th unsatisfactory)

· Maintain a 70% average on their therapeutic goal. (goal determined in the counseling sessions)

Level 3 Responsibilities

· Level 1 and 2 responsibilities plus

· Take initiative through positive participation in A.R.T. group discussions and role-playing. 

· Maintain a 90% in ART class. 

· Maintain a 2.5 GPA (or determined by program at intake)

· Make attendance goal as determined by staff at intake

· Attend and actively participate in Parent Empowerment

· Begin leading Brain Gym and MELT

· Actively participate in MSSC Advisory Counsel

· Begin to resolve conflicts in socially appropriate manner 

Level 3 Privileges

· All Level 1 and 2 privileges plus

· Use of computer with internet access.  All web sites must be approved by staff.
· May purchase juice during lunch

· Community service projects and work experience may be completed outside of building for school credit.

· Lead gathering, A.R.T. lessons, or Parent Empowerment Activity– supervised

· Opportunity to eat outside when offered by staff. 

· Plan and coordinate quarterly field trips. 

To Advance to Transition Level

· Earn 19 out of 21 “Satisfactory” or “Outstanding” ratings; at least 5 “Outstanding” days

· Maintain an 80% on personal goal.

·  Use and assist others with A.R.T. and Brain Gym consistently.

· Begin writing transition plan/ participate in transition meeting with home school/ MSSC staff/ and parents. 
Family Night Schedule
2010-2011



Open House

August 23rd at MSSC from 3-5

All Family Night Activities will be hosted at Mt. Nebo Church, 800 Jefferson Street from 3-5
1st Quarter
September 20th
October 18th
2nd Quarter
November 22nd
December 13th
3rd Quarter

January 24th
February 28th
4th Quarter

March 28th 
April 18th 

May 16th 
Handbook Addendum Receipt

I have received a copy of the Madison Student Support Center Handbook and Addendum. I understand it is my responsibility to read and understand the contents and its meaning. 


Parent Name:
________________________________

Student Name:
________________________________

Staff Name:

________________________________

Date:


________________________________
